IQO	NOTES
page go. 23. Luckily we have a bishop who is a native: Landor rather overdoes the tendency to 'bulls' in the bishop and dean.
page 91. iS.    brief-collectors:   i.e.  tax-gatherers.
page 92. 16. Hanse-towns: certain towns, chiefly in Germany, which united for mutual advantages from commerce ; the alliance arose from that made by Hamburg and Liibeck in 1241.
23. Brooks make even worse neighbours than oceans do: because the laws that govern their changes are less certain. The Protestants were then but a brook in comparison with the Jews.
25. they stank !: Sir Thomas Browne refutes at length this 'vulgar enror'—'that Jews stink naturally, that is, that in their race and nation there is an evil savour' (Pseudodoxia Epidemicaf iv. 10).
27.	Burteigh:   William  Cecil,   Baron  Burleigh   (1520-98),   Elizabeth's
chief minister.    Raleigh:   (i552?-i6i8) was a great favourite of Elizabeth
until about  1588,  when he  began to  be  supplanted  in her favour by
Essex.
28.	Titus:    Emperor a.d.  79-81 ; Jerusalem was captured in 70.
31.   Berenice:   sister of King Agrippa I,  and great-granddaughter of
Herod the Great. Titus was enamoured of her, and would have married her but for his fear of offending the Romans. The elaborate compliment to Elizabeth and the snub that follows are quite in the manner of the period.
page 93. 18. thy mansion: 'It was purchased by a victualler and banker, the father or grandfather of Lord Riversdale' (Landor's note).
22. Mulla: or Mole, the name which Spenser in his poetry gave to the river Awbeg, which fed the lake at Kilcolman.
33.   Penshurst: Sir Philip Sidney's home, near Tonbridge.
33, 34. at the birth of each child: it is said that Spenser had three sons and one daughter.
page 94. 31. Pastoral poetry: Spenser had written Astrophel, 'a pastoral elegy/ on the death of Sidney. It bears out the truth of this remark of Essex.
page 95. 4. Leicester: another of Elizabeth's favourites ; he had, however, died in 1588.
page 96, 3, 4. Perhaps the next year may blow us away: 'It happened so' (Landor's note)- Essex was executed 25 February, 1601, a little more than two years from the supposed date of thig Conversation.
16.    my Elizabeth:   his  wife.
16, 17.   our Edmund: this name is Landor's supposition.
page 97-7- *&#$€ awns upon my knees: i.e. the protection of my arms, which are now upon my knees. We are to picture Spenser as sitting bowed down with grief, with his head buried in his hands, and his elbows on his knees.

